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From the Heralds.Office, Fan. 19. 


OME Painters have gain’d 
to themfelves an immortal 
Renown, by drawing Beau- 
ty, Detormity, and _ the 
Graces of Men in 4 

Images ; but | fear I fhall never E- 
ternalize my Name by figuring out 
the Manners, Defires, Pailions and 
Interefts of my Readers, though I 
fhould do it to the greateft Perfection. 
However, I muft go on to defcribe 
Ignorance in its natural Form. §Se- 
} veral grave Seniors, for fear of 
broaching Opinions of their owr, 
and uttering Doctrines which may 
lead themfelves and Children into 
Errors, have taken up the Examples 
and Difcipline of their young Wives 
for the Inftruction of their Families, 
in Imitation of fuch People as will 
do whatever the Women lay down 


as Rules, be it never fo contrary et- 
ther to Juftice or Reafon. My way 
is whenever I hear of thefe Mifma- 
nagements in Old Men, I go and ac- 
quaint them with the Morals and 
pious Maxims that were given them 
in their Youth, and take as much 
Pains to inftruct aged Perfons, as I 
do little Children. T’other Day I 
took totask in my Study a grave 
Blade of above Threefcore. I ask'’d 
him what he could tell me he re- 
member'd his Governefs or Mother 
taught him when he was five or fix 
Years of Age, or whether he could 
callto Mind any of the Sayings of 
his Mafter or Tutor, after he arriv’d 
at Twelve or Fourteen? The Man 
ingenuoufly confefs’d that he had 
almoft forgot every thing. He faid 
he had only a wild Idea remaining 
in him of what he had learnt at 
School. This Examination took 
me up much time to regulate. I told 

3Y him 
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him I wonder'd a liberal Education 
fhould make no more Impreflions on 
his Mind : For (fays 1) though your 
former Inftructions may feem to 
extinguifh’d for a while, and you 
may think to have Objects entirely 
new ; yet I thought upona due Re- 
fie&tion it could not be but thata 
Notion fhould again revive of what 
ou received in your Minority. It 
is impoflible (continued 1) if we 
take the leaft Care, to forget, on a- 
bundance of occafions, the Inventi- 
ons of our Prents to draw us into the 
Love of Learning, and our Duty ; 
for they havegenerally a great many 
sways to entice us with fuch pretty 
arttul Reprefentations as remain a 
jong time in the Memory. After 
J had gone through the firlt fifteen 
Years of his Life,and found he could 
give me buta very imperfect ac- 
count of it; I ask’d him what Books 
he had made ufe of fince that time 
forthe inftruéting him in the Prin- 
ciples of Chriftianity. He faid, from 
Sixteen to Thirty his Library only 
confifted of Romances, Plays, &e. 
and from Thirty to Fifty, of Papers 
of the Courfe of Exchange, Prices 
of Stocks, Bills of Entry, and Books 
of Debtor and Creditor ; from fifty 
tothe Age he was now arrived at, 
his chiefeft Study was upon Pamph- 
lets of Controverfy, between Parties, 
fuch as the Review, Obfervator, the 
Rebearfal, and the Examiner, &ec, 
T told him it was very odd to hear a 
Man of his Years give fuch a ftrange 
account of himfelf. At parting, I 
defired him to tell me how he de- 
figned to fpend the remainder of his 


Days. He replied,as to that, he was 
altogether unrefotved, and wanted 
my Advice what to add more to his 
Library, which may be of Service 
tohim. Itold him the only Method 
I knew to make him wife in his old 
Age, was to commit all his Roman- 
ces and Play-Books to the Flames, 
with every thing that tended to the 
corrupting of his Morals, and to 
place inthe Room thereof the Prim- 
mer, Pfalter, Teftament and Bible, 
and to read them gradually as a 
young School-Boy ought to do ; as 
or the Horn-Book, I would excufe 
him ; becaufe I thought it was a lit- 
tle indecent to fee that plain Print 
read with Spectacles. For fome time 
the Old Man feemed to be fome- 
what difcompos’d with being obli- 
ged to Con over again his old 
Leffons, jult as he was making his 
way out of the World; but when 
I told him he fhould have a great 
many School-Fellows out of his 
Neighbourhood, both older and 
more ignorant than himfelf, he went 
away pretty well fatisfied, 





From Grefham.College,Fanuary 20, 
THE Royal Society having no 
Affairs of Moment before them, 
it was moved that the learned Board 
fhould be entertained this Evening 
with Stories feigned by the Heathens 
and the Poets. I told the Gentlemen 
I thought fuch Relations might be as 
improving as the diflecting of a Fly, 
or preferving an Ant in Spirits. For 
i 1) fome Men of the greateft § 
Knowledge and vafteft Skill are ig- 
norant 





( 267) 


norant of things very cafie to be 
known. Whereupon a Debate arofe, 
fome were for going on a Subject of 
Philofophy, bur it was objeéted, the 
Society had dwelt too long already 
upon that dull Article. Ochers were 
for enquiring into the Number of 
Rarities in their Repofitory, and the 
Variety of Ufesthofe dead Animals 
were intended for. That was alfo 
argued againft with great Obftinacy. 
Then it was refolv'd the firft Pro- 
pofal fhould ftand, and the Gentle- 
man who made the Motion was to 
begin the Entertainment, which he 
did with a Difcourfe concerning Ar- 
eas, who {porting one Day in a City 
met witha Princcfs in great Danger 
of perifhing: For the Palace in 
which fhe was born was very much 
damaged in its Foundation by the 
Streams of two different Rivers,that 
ran on both fides of it. She enrreated 
Arca to fave her Life ; he ratilied 
her Requeft by turning the Courfe 
of the Tides, and repairing the Fa- 
brick. The Princefs was nor un- 
grateful ; fhe granted him what we 
call the laft Favour, and had one 
Son by him. This Story was heard 
with great Applaufe, and every one 
made his Application upon it. Some 
attributed it to one Senfe, and fome 
to another. The beft Part of the 
Evening was fpent in criticizing up- 
on it. Then the Company went 
upon the Ages of Animals. The Life 
of Man was faid to contain 96 Years, 
the Period was allowed to be good. 
It was argued the Crow lived 864 
Years, the Stag 3456, the Raven 
10368, the Phenix 93312, and the 


Hamadryad 933120. This was look’d 
upon no otherwife than as a wild 
Opinion formed by the Pagans. I 
told the Society there was much to 
be gathered from them ; for I thought 
they very wellalluded to the prefent 
Times ; fince the Fewds and Di- 
ftra€tions between People and Par- 
tics would-out-live thofe Ages, were 
the World to fpin out to fuch a Pe- 
riod. We entered upon feveral o- 
ther Subjeéts neceflary to improve 
the young Philofophers who were 
there callie They muft like the 
School-Boys at their firft Entrance 
into the Praétice of that Science,’ 
have fomething of Delight mix’d 
among their jeyune Leffons; with- 
out which they'll foon grow weary, 
and their Fancies ftagnate. Perfons 
wha afpire to know more than the 
common Race of Mankind, can ne- 
ver attain to Perfection, unlefs they 
are animated with Diverfiry of En- 
tertainments. 





From Weltminiter, Fanuary 21. 
I Am like 4/op, for making Morals 
upon every thing I fee, though L 
do it in a quite different manner. 
Whenever I hit on any Subjeét thac 
pleafés me, I paraphrafe upon it; 
yet fome Objeéts make ftronger Im- 
preflions on my Mind than others. 
I often go into the Courts of pee 
ture to hear learned Debates of Mens 
Rights argued by the Sages of the 
Law, which affords me Variety of 
Ideas, though fometimes very odd 
ones, that remain fix’d on my Mind 
with much Regret. In this Order 
of 
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of Thought it is not unufual for me 
tolook into the Houfe of Peers, to 
improve my {clf better in making 
new Difcovecries of the Proceedings 
of Juftice, which may be of Service 
tomy Works. I enter fometimes 
into another Afflembly, and place 
my felf our of fight very conve- 
niently, to fee what pafles, without 
being taken’ Notice,of ; a. I did the 
other Day ina full appearance to my 
Satisfaction. At firit the Audience 
was hufh'd into a deep Silence,in or- 
der (asI fuppos’d) to enter upon an 
important Article, which I found 
was jult then in its Crifis, and that 
an Incident was to be unravell’d, 
which would terminate in a hort Dif- 
pute. Whilft I was in this fufpence, 
expecting every Moment to hear one 
of the grcateft Orators in the Nation 


make a Speech ; contrary to Expe- 
Etation I {aw another Member ftand 


up. He touch’d upon feveral Mate- 
rial Points relating to Government, 
andthe Management of other parti- 
cular Affairs. Scveral feemed to be 
mighty well pleafed with his Noti- 
ons, and the Eloquence of his Lan- 
guage. This put me much out of 
Countenance, to think that all my 
Sagacity cannot make an Oration 
nice enough for the Tafte of fome 
Readers, while others do it in a few 
Words to ‘the Satisfa&tion of abun- 
danceof People. However, I think 
it fomewhat difingenuous to hear 
with Envy a fine Difcourfe, though 
it tends a littleto ones Difadvantage: 
For the Genius of many People is 
curious, though their Thoughts of 
thinking in fome Cafes are ill plac'd. 
Men of Eloquent and Noble Souls 


are fhock’d at feeing the Characters 
of Perfons who deferve Efteem pla- 
ced in wrong Lights, and by the 
mifplacing of a Word bafely cen- 
fur'd. There's nothing pleafts me 
more than co receive from a Council 
of Statefinen Paflages which very 
naturally defcribe the Diftreffles of a 
Nation, of a Commanity, or of a 
fingle Perfon, though I fee feveral 
Faults in the Defign. It can’t be 
expected we fhould be all Perfection 
and have no fal Meas ; it is eafte to 
draw excellent Figures to our Ad- 
vantage, at one time from Mens 
Notions, and at another gather litele 
from them more than whar ferves to 
{tain our Natures. There is always 
fomething ‘that will appear like a 
Cloud under a bright Sky, to eclipfe 
the Clearnefs ot the Perfeétions that 
fhine in us. We feldom read the 
Speeches and Edicts of Princes, with- 
out finding fome want of Amend- 
ment, or obférving that an ill ftroke 
has been given, which might have 
been berter if left out, or at the beft, 
it tended to noend atall. He that 
can correct all Errors in himélf, is 
capable of inftruéting Humane Na- 
ture; but I know not where that 
Man isto be found. It fhews a dif- 
ingenuous Temper to quarrel at the 
Miftakes of others, which we can- 
not rectifie in our felves. Some are 
fo corrupted in their Morals, that 
they give mean Interpretations to 
the worthieft Actions, and it will 
be fo, they'll make no diftinétion 
between a wife Man and a Fool,who 
is not of their Specie, and aéts not 
according to their capricious Hu- 


mours. THE 





